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TOIYABE INDIAN HEALTH PROJECT, INC.
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1760) 6'13-9464 
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1760) 873-6651 
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(7601 673-7611
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17601 672-3707 

l700l B73-6~2 'AX 

tONf=; PINf=; C:OMMtJNITY CLINiC
 
1150 S. C;QODWIN LANE
 

P. O. BOX 186
 
LONE PINE. CA 93545
 

(7601 aJ6-479s
 
1760) 876-5624 FAX
 

PAIUTE PROFESSIONAL CENTER 
52 TU SU LANE 

BISHOP CALIFORNIA 93514 
March 16, 2009 

State TreasureT Bill Lockyer Finance Director Mike Genest 
California State Treasurer's Office California Department ofFinance 
915 Capltol Mall, Room 110 915 L Street 
Sacmmento, CA 95814 Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE: P'r1Jkct Medi-OlI Adult DenIal Progrmo Above .AD OCIrer "Optional" 
Health Servift':!J 

Dear State Treasurer Lockyer and Finante Director Genest: 

Native American health clinics in CaHfumia: ~ part ofa health care system tbat 
is chronically under funded and highly dependtnt on the Medi-Cal program to 
provide vital dental care to adult patients &om an bac:kgr:ounds. In light ()ftbi~ if 
budget reductions must be made to the wst Medi-caJ program. please reta:iti 
adult dental care. 

To be specifu; pleaseprutect tile Medi-Cal adult dental progmrn above all other 
"optional" Med.i,..Cal benefits. Ifbudget cuts are mprlrOO ofoptional services 
provjded lIOdcr tbis benefits plan;. plase main. adult demaJ while eliminating the 
other proposed optional serrices. AI~ please! assist in. reclassiCying adnh dental 
care as part ofthe basic medical benefits package and not as an optional benefit. 
Federal gnidelints establish. the core .Medicaid services. However. evidence
based medicine demonstrates that oral health shooldbe an integnd pm1 ofBASIC 
medical, care and NOT an optional benefit. Thdef~ please work with the 
federal Centers fur Medicaid add Mediatre Servkes· ton:clas5ifY adult dental 
care.. 

Governor Arnold Sch~ and Department ofHea.lth Care SefVices 
Director David. Maxwefi..Jot1y haw been made lwatl;': ofand asked to assist in 
fulfilling these important n:quests. 

Oral health status aftects 0\'edI1 heaIth'and weU being. as weU • employability 
aIld pnJdudirity. IWt or.iI baIIIr.lJUt uoly mmJts in m:edJeg 3nd ltWidabTe pain 
and su:llii.tring but Id!KJ is MSdciakd wich· B! -.,sridy ofQIher ~and 

conditionSc. including respiratoly d:isE';as(; diabetes,. stroke, ,heart disease. and 
preterm. and low birth weight deliveries.. .Poor ontI health also may lead to loss of 
cmploymemt and R'duc::ed hours ofwork due to pain, infection and associated 
dental visits- Yet 2.8 miJIklo adults in CalifOrnia could lose access to dental 
SCNK.'CS ifthe' CUI'roJtproposaI to eJim·,inate the Medi-Cal adult dental, program as 
a cost f;Utting.measu:re is enacted. 

IT. INOtl'eNOENCO INDIAN RESERvATION BIG PINE P,",IUTE TIl.IElE OF LONE PINE': ANTELOPE Vl\LLEY INDIAN COMMUNITY 
lNOEPENDENCE. C,", THE OVVENS VALLEY PAIUT~-5H05tlONE RESERV,",TION COLEVlLLE PAIUTE TRIBE 

l:IIGPINl:,CA LONE PINE, CA COLEVILLE. CA 

ElISHOI' I'....IUT~ RE5ERV,o,TION KUTZAD KA' P,",IUTE TRIBE T1MBISHA 5HOSl-lONl: TRIBE llTI"l UTI..I OWI\lTU p"lllTe TRIBe E'R,1l;;Jc;,,-I'OI'\T INOll\N RI;Sf.R.w..TION 
1315tlOP, C,", LEE VINING CA DE,",TH VALLEY, CA l'\l~NTON. c;" BItI~~I'O~"t, C:A 
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BISHOB CAL1FORNIA 93514 

While the program's elimjnation would result in only a minor reduction in state 
outlays, it would CllUse the loss ofat least $11 5 mi11iml of fedcm.l matching 
funds., substitute more expmsive services for less expensive U'eatmenl'!llllld 
preventive SCl"Vices, and exacerbate the problems of the safety net by placing 
more pressure on community clinics and emergency rooms. Eliminating the 
Medi-Cat adult dental coverage would have other significant nuni:fications~ 

including lower participation by dentists ill the program and ultimately, 
significant oral health am mediad problemS in. t'llciaI: and ethnic eummunities, 
pn:goaot women~ low-incolJ~disabled and elderly IlduJts. 

Oml disease bas become what many experts OO\V call "the silent epidemic,'" 
causing chron.ic suffi:ring for mi.1lions ofpeople and disproportionately affecting 
low-income famjlies, oonlrtlunities ofcolor, and the elderly. Experts em, a 
complex interaction gffactms as the cause OfCa1ifomja~soral 'health disparities 
mrd disease epidemic. These iaelade d de¢liJring nurJ1.ber ofPJSdicing dental' 
prof~ ~i8Dy iP 1O"f-mc.-ome neigbburboods;.laek ofCCWWlit 
in<:entives for dental professionals to serve low-income populations; poor 
comdination Ixtwecrt providtrs ofprimary care and dental care; massive 
numbers orpeople with oD ckntal insurance; insufficient arttoUIrts ofpublic 
funding for dental can:; inefficient use ofavaiIabte ~~k ofpublic 
morcne:ss about ways. topu~ ..eat oral disease; lad..or11l\idetstandiugofanal 
health issues by ~ decision makers; _lad ofefti=dm: go'feJ1lbltnt 
policy to correct these problems.. Given this detrimental sitUation,. the most 
et'fecti9E, effieient, aod. inmtedUlle approach to treating 1he Factors causing1his 
growing sbdn'ide. problem is the SIItJngeSt ronsideration in protecting and . 
mainttining the McdH::aJ adult: dental program.. 

Sineerely 

~ 
Toiyabe Indian Health Project, Inc" 
52 TuSu Lane 
Bisbap, CA 93514 
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